
 

 

About CAST Lead 

▪ CAST Lead is a career-themed high school that will connect students to leadership and 
management positions in the retail, hospitality and tourism, and e-commerce industries. 

▪ These industries represent some of the fastest-growing and most dynamic in our city, offering 
students an opportunity to align their passion with industry and higher education leaders 
committed to their success. 

▪ CAST Lead will open in 2020, and accept an incoming class of between 120-150 freshman 
students. 

▪ Like all CAST Schools, CAST Lead will be open to all students on a lottery basis, be tuition free 
and will offer students a chance to learn through project-based learning, mentorships and 
internships, as well as earn up to 2 years of college credit, and-or industry certifications. 

▪ CAST Lead will be the first school in the city and possibly the state that will offer a course 
pathway in e-commerce. 

▪ CAST Lead represents a partnership with East Central ISD and will be the fourth high school that 
CAST Schools opens and the fifth in the CAST network [which includes ALA].  

▪ Already, we have lined up significant industry support from H-E-B, Whataburger, Optiv Security, 
Freeman, J&S Audio Visual, Grupo La Gloria, CE Group, Visit San Antonio, Circa Destination 
Management, and Phillips Entertainment. 

▪ Retail leadership will allow students to explore the world of retail management through product 
development, customer intercepts, package engineering and organizational development. 

▪ Hospitality and tourism will span four segments of industry: food and beverage, travel and 
tourism, lodging, and recreation. This sector generates over $14 billion dollars annually in San 
Antonio.  

▪ Students will have the opportunity to explore travel and tourism through the lens of culinary 
arts, hotel management, travel, and hospitality services. E-commerce students will learn how to 
lead and adapt to changes in the sector, explore marketing trends through social media and the 
Internet, as well as study user interface and user experience. It is thought to be the first 
e-commerce course pathway in the state.  

▪ All three pathways will culminate in a practicum experience with local employers, giving 
students the ability to apply their knowledge and skills in a real-world environment. 

CAST Schools  

▪ The Centers for Applied Science and Technology (CAST) is a network of tuition-free, public 
schools preparing students for college and career through experiential learning.  

o is a network of tuition-free, public schools preparing students for college and career 
through hands-on, project-based learning where students tackle real-world problems.  



▪ CAST schools offer a combination of blended learning, project-based learning, and work-based 
learning, freeing teachers to act as coaches and guides, with class time structured around 
research, labs, and offsite experiences in the workplace and local community. 

o CAST Schools offer learning opportunities to engage all students, teaching through 
hands-on, collaborative projects that teach students how to accept feedback, be 
confident presenters and be active problem solvers in their communities.  

▪ CAST students gain hands-on, real world experiences through project-based learning and 
internships.  

▪ Started by Charles Butt and H-E-B in partnership with industry and higher education partners, 
CAST Schools are connecting young people to opportunities so they can pursue the career of 
their dreams.  

▪ CAST schools aim to graduate students with marketable skills by exposing them to careers that 
match their interests and fortify them with transferable college credits to jumpstart their higher 
education goals.  

▪ All career-focused high schools partner with industry and higher education partners in the 
design of its pathways and course offerings. 

o Can elaborate more on the design-year process, and industry partner investment and 
passion; e.g. “We’re still figure out the individual commitment from each partner, but 
their level of commitment and investment is clear and so exciting.”  

o Can talk about examples: CAST Tech industry partnerships have led to student 
internships within walking distance.  

▪ Higher education partners include Palo Alto College, San Antonio College, the University of Texas 
at San Antonio, Texas A&M University-San Antonio, the University of the Incarnate Word and UT 
Health.  

 


